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"Housing, Building and Energy saving, today and in future" 

The 39th International UIPI Congress was held in Bern, Switzerland, on June 15th and 16th 
2007. The participants from all over Europe decided the following declaration: 
 
The Congress noted the following:  
 
- According to the United Nations, the future of the world climate and with it the future 

of mankind depend upon all Nations cutting green house emissions by 20% by 2020; 
- Approximately 40% of energy is consumed in various forms by house appliances, 

mainly as electricity, natural gas and petrol; 
- Most of Europe’s buildings were built at a time when energy savings and environ-

mental threats were not issues to be considered; 
- Whilst the need to make energy savings is important, improvement of existing build-

ings in Europe is technically a difficult task which will give require massive expendi-
ture. 

 
The Congress noted with concern that: 
 
- The required improvement in energy performance of existing European buildings is a 

task requiring huge investment.  This investment should not be borne by homeowners 
and landlords alone; 

- Property owners need the support and co-operation of tenants while work is carried 
out on the properties; 

- Energy certification and energy performance improvements should be implemented 
for the benefit of all the people of Europe. 

 
The Congress reached the following conclusions: 
 
1. Europe’s property owners are willing to contribute their share to saving the environ-

ment by investing in energy saving improvements for their buildings, for the benefit of 
all the citizens of Europe. They ask for the help of governments and tenants to sup-
port the saving of the earth’s climate. 

2. The cost of energy certification must be the lowest possible.  Certification should be 
carried out every 10 years for each building and not individually for every apartment 
within the same building. 

3. To ensure the continued support of landlords and to facilitate the process for tenants, 
the EU should insist that any bureaucracy administering EPC is kept to the minimum 
necessary.  Furthermore, EU institutions and member states should enable building 
owners to obtain all necessary information on energy efficiency.  Where practicable, 
they should provide technical assistance and financial incentives, and they should re-
duce VAT on labour and materials costs.  

4. In the short and medium term tenants will benefit from savings on their energy costs.  
In the long term all will benefit from mitigating the effects of climate change. If Euro-
peans are to achieve the aim of reducing carbon emissions for the benefit of the envi-
ronment and future generations it is essential that EU member states and institutions 
work with property owners in their efforts to implement energy efficiency improve-
ments. 
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Impressions from the 39 th International Congress in Bern 

 

Swiss HEV President NR Dr. Rudolf 
Steiner welcomes the participants 

UIPI President Stratos Paradias addressing the 
39th International Congress in Bern 

Ansgar Gmürr, Director of the Swiss 
Property owner association, who 
perfectly organized the congress  

The participants of the 39th International Congress in Bern following a lecture 

Josef A. Dürr, Director of the Swiss 
Electricity Companies 

UIPI President Stratos Paradias thanks Swiss HEV President  
NR Dr. Rudolf Steiner for the perfect organisation 

Stratos Paradias presenting the 
UIPI book “The future of living” 

Ansgar Gmürr and his wife celebrate 
the successful Congress with a 

traditional Swiss dance 

See you in Stockholm in 2009: UIPI Secretary General Beatrice Laloux, Villaägarna President Ulla Johans-
son, Swiss HEV President NR Dr. Rudolf Steiner and Swiss HEV Director Ansgar Gmürr (from left to right) 


